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Types and Propagation of Lists of 75 Sacred Place Names in the Ohmine
Mountains: Roles of Mountaineers and Researchers

Masayasu Oda*

Some of Japanese mountains which have been
the setting of mountain religions have a special
number of sacred places. In the Ohmine Moun-
tains situated from Nara to Wakayama prefec-
ture, central Japan, 75 sacred places have been
believed to exist since the 19th century. It is the
lists of 75 sacred place names that represent con-
crete evidence of the 75-sacred-place view. The
lists are of two types, namely, the “Ohmine-
saiken-ki (Geography of the Ohmine)” type and
the general one. Further, there are some differ-
ences among the list records of the general type.
By scrutinizing these differences this article firstly
attempts to set up subtypes of the general type of
lists and examine the order of appearance. Sec-
ondly, attention is paid to the writers of the list
records of the general type. Interestingly, it is
outsiders of the religion, such as mountaineers
and researchers, as well as insiders who have put
the lists on record. Through giving attention to
their roles it becomes clear how the lists originat-
ing within the religion have been propagated to
the outer world.

The findings obtained are summarized as fol-
lows:

1) A fundamental difference among the list
records of the general type is the order of the
place names. To be concrete, two adjacent place
names are replaced by each other in three parts,
namely, No. 14 and 15, No. 16 and 17, and No. 42
and 43. By this difference the general type lists of
75 sacred place names are classified into five sub-
types. They differ from one another in other
points, too, such as arrangement direction (from
No. 1 or from No. 75), characters and notes of
the place names. Many of the list records come
under type @.

2) The order of appearance of five subtypes is

not made known directly from the list records,
because few of them cite any sources and the four
types except type (® appeared in almost the same
period, ca. 1900 to 1920. By comparing with the
“Ohmine-saiken-ki” type, from which the general
type is supposed to be derived, we find that types
@, @ and ® are older than @ and (.

3) Religious societies do not always use the
special type of list consciously, which means the
different types were not made for the originality
of respective societies. The change of the lists
seems to have arisen from the fact that the loca-
tions of some sacred places including No. 14 and
15 were, and are, not evidently identified.

4) It is mountaineers who were first interested
in the lists of 75 sacred place names, except for
mountain ascetics who must have made and rec-
orded them. They began to enter the Ohmine
Mountains from the end of the 19th century, and
a mountain climber who went there in 1913 wrote
down the third oldest list record. They published
the lists, and this is supposed to have contributed
to their propagation in mountaineering circles.
However, it shows the limitation of their influence
that types @ and @ they took up have hardly
been inherited afterward.

5) Researchers started to introduce the lists
from as late as 1943. It is a characteristic of their
records that they happened to be only type @.
Researchers are supposed to have referred solely
to some writings of mountain ascetics, not to
mountaineering books. The type @ taken up by
academic authorities is thought to have been infl-
uential in mountaineering circles and religious
societies as well. However, it must be pointed out
that the older type of lists of 75 sacred place
names are types D), @ and @) which the research-
ers have long overlooked.

* Department of Geography at Komazawa University, Tokyo.





