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Komazawa Geography

Historical Change and Seasonal Variation of Tourist Arrival
in Yoshinoyama, Nara Prefecture, after the Second World War

Masayasu ODA”

Yoshinoyama in Nara Prefecture has long been one of the main tourist attrac-
tions for its cherry blossoms and historic places. It is also a part of the Yoshino-
kumano National Park. This paper clarifies historical change and seasonal variation
of tourist arrival and origins of the tourists after the Second World War.

The findings are as follows:

1. The tourist arrival increased rapidly around 1970 partly due to the spread of pri-
vate cars, and decreased somehow in 1983 and 1988. In recent years, 700 to 750 thou-
sand people visited Yoshinoyama every year.

2. Many of the tourists come from Kinki region surrounding Yoshinoyama, particu-
larly from Osaka Prefecture.

3. April is the most favorite month among tourists, because they come to see cherry

blossoms. About forty percent of the tourists seem to visit Yoshinoyama in April.

Komazawa Geography, No. 36, pp.33-54, 2000 *Department of Geography,
Komazawa University, Tokyo



